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[bookmark: _GoBack]Abdul Latif Jameel catches the breeze in Japan’s ‘Wind Town’ to power clean energy

· Pathfinding pilot green energy micro turbines project plans 20 installations, generating 400 KW, saving 1,000 tons of CO2 annually
· Success and sensitivity to community and environment open the door to expansion 
· Potential for investment in, and development of wind power in Japan significant

Tokyo, Japan – January 9, 2019

Abdul Latif Jameel General Trading Japan, a progressive developer of clean energy, launched its two first ‘micro’ wind turbines at Cape Erimo – Japan’s “Wind Town” – in south-east Hokkaido, the country’s northernmost major island.  This is the first in a series of pilot wind energy projects, planned across Japan, working in partnership Abdul Latif Jameel Energy. 
With a capacity of 20 KW each, these new installations will bring the total micro-turbines to be delivered through this project to 20: 6 units in Hokkaido, 12 in Aomori and 2 in Akita.  Their combined power will generate a total of 400 KW into the national grid: enough to supply energy to around 400 typical homes and saving around 1,000 tons of CO2 annually through 20 year agreements with regional power companies Hokkaido Electric Power Company and Tohoku Electric Power Co., Inc. respectively.
Cape Erimo was chosen for the turbines, as the wind blows at over 10 meters/minute for more than 260 days a year making it one of the strongest wind potential areas in Japan.
Harnessing the country’s significant wind power potential across Hokkaido and Tohoku, offers a valuable natural resource, with opportunities to develop the local economy and to cultivate Japan’s green energy sector.  
The Abdul Latif Jameel team, continue to research wind and solar potential, identifying sites, and design, construct and operate wind power solutions and are seek to rapidly develop and scale this project partnering with Fotowatio Renewable Ventures (FRV), Abdul Latif Jameel Energy’s global renewables developer.
“In the future, we will build 50 or more units of similar small-scale wind turbines, and from 2019 some much larger capacity units.  This will be in partnership with Abdul Latif Jameel Energy’s renewables business ‘FRV’, and contribute positively to extending the clean energy business across Japan” commented Shigeki Enami, President and CEO, Abdul Latif Jameel General Trading.
The micro wind turbines project is successful as it remains sensitive to environmental and local community considerations, Mr Enami continued: “At each stage of the site assessment and development, we frequently consult and look to develop a close relationship with local communities.”
Japan's wind power electricity sector today generates only a small proportion of the country's Power.  As of 2015, Japan had a total installed capacity of 3,167 MW.  Industry experts have estimated that Japan has the potential for 144 GW for onshore wind and 608 GW of offshore wind capacity.

- Ends -


About Abdul Latif Jameel
Abdul Latif Jameel refers broadly to distinct separate and independent legal entities whose interests encompass automotive distribution, auto parts manufacturing, financial services, renewable energy, environmental services, land and real estate development, logistics, electronics retailing and media services.  Abdul Latif Jameel positions itself as a preferred business partner primarily for inward investment into the Middle East, North Africa and Turkey (MENAT) region.  For more information, please visit: www.alj.com
About Abdul Latif Jameel General Trading Company Japan
Abdul Latif Jameel General Trading Company Limited was formed in 1996, and today is an affiliated corporate office engaged in export of Japanese products and technologies across Asia-Pacific and Asian products into Japan.  The company is engaged in sectors including energy and environmental services, automotive export and retail, industrial machinery, automotive parts, land and real estate and lifestyle products.  The Company acts as a trusted partner for Japanese and Asian businesses looking to invest in overseas countries, including the Middle East, North Africa and Turkey region.  For more information, please visit: www.alj-japan.co.jp 
About Abdul Latif Jameel Energy
Abdul Latif Jameel Energy was formed in 2012, and today is a leading, independent power producer, and the premier service provider of operations and maintenance in the renewable energy sector, with interests in 16 countries worldwide with capabilities in renewable energy including solar photovoltaic, wind, waste-to-energy, and environmental solutions including desalination, water and waste water treatment. For more information, please visit: www.alj.com/energy
About FRV 
FRV is a leading global renewable development company with a development portfolio in markets including Europe, Australia, the Middle East, Africa, Asia and Latin America.  Since 2006, the management team has completed the construction, operation, maintenance and financing of over 900 MW dc of photovoltaic and CSP solar energy plants.  Such projects represent more than US$ 3 billion in total financings with more than 20 leading banks. For more information, please visit: www.frv.com

Media Inquiries:
For more information, please email us at media@alj.ae or call +971 4 448 0906 (+4 GMT - Dubai, UAE). 
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Left-to-right:  Satoru Nakamura, Senior Managing Officer, 中村哲 専務執行役員, Shigeki Enami, President & CEO , 榎並滋喜 代表取締役社長, & Gen Igari, Manager, 猪狩元 課長, in front of one of the two new wind turbines at Cape Erimo, Hokkaido
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The two latest turbines during the construction process.
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